
Top stats 
French companies enjoyed one of the highest IT budgets in Europe in 
2019 – at just under €4.4m, significantly ahead of the average €3m and 
second only to Norway (€4.7m).

Budget 
Over two thirds (67%) of French companies expect the budget to 
increase over the next 12 months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
French companies were proactive in their response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, with 83% investing in additional IT equipment to enable 
employees to work from home.  
 
French companies led the way on IT spend during the pandemic, with 
budgets increasing by 31% over the last year to enable working from 
home - significantly more than the 18% increase in the UK. 
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Expect the budget to increase



At 35%, French companies have the largest number of unused desktop PCs in office 
spaces due to home working. In contrast, German companies have only 20% of 
desktop PCs left unused due to home working. 
 
Looking ahead, French companies predict 31% of desktop PCs will not be needed 
over the next year, way ahead of the European average (22%), the UK (19%) and 
Nordics (26%).  
 
In common with every other country surveyed, allowing employees to work from 
home (66%) and flexible working hours (51%) are expected to be the most significant 
post Covid-19 changes. As a result, 39% of companies expect to invest in remote 
working. 
 
The way French businesses acquire and manage IT assets is expected to change, 
with over half (51%) of French companies confirming they are likely to consider 
financing assets over the next two years.  

Covid-19 implications on 
equipment & strategy

75% of French companies already use 
finance to acquire some or all assets, as 
an alternative to traditional ownership. 



65% of French companies have targets in place to reduce 
electronic waste across the organisation.

69% of French companies measure the carbon footprint of IT 
assets – on par with the European average (69%) but slightly 
fewer than the 74% average of Nordic businesses.

French companies are in favour of strong government controls 
to address electronic waste, with mandatory reporting (54%) 
and mandatory targets (60%) far more popular than tax 
concessions / rebates (39%). This is in contrast to the UK (53%) 
and Germany (65%) where tax concessions are far more 
popular. 

67% of French companies know where the electronic waste 
from their business ends up when it is no longer needed, in 
contrast with 50% of German and 53% of UK businesses.

39% of French companies will put old or broken IT 
assets in storage.

Sustainability

Two thirds of French companies (66%) believe 
the government should support businesses to 
dispose of technology responsibly to help 
reduce corporate electronic waste.


